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THE PARISH COUNCIL OF HARTLEY

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HARTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

HELD IN THE PAVILION, MANOR FIELD, CHURCH ROAD

10" NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30 P.M.

Present :

Clr Larry Abraham - (Parish & District Councillor)
Cllr Penny Cole — (Parish & District Councillor)
Cllr Perry Cole — (Parish & District Councillor)
Cllr Jim Colwell

Clir David Conroy

Clir Lesley Driscoll

Cllr Laurence Glander — (Chairman)

Cllr Anne Oxtoby

Clir Brian Ramsay

Clir lan Ross

Clir Vincent Sewell

In attendance:

Mrs Helen Boden - (Clerk)

Cllr Maxine Fothergill — (Kent County Councillor)

Clir Shaun Fishenden — (Chairman of Ash-cum-Ridley Parish Council)
4 Members of the public

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr David Graeme, due to family
commitments.

RESOLVED: That, the absence of Clir  David Graeme, due to
family commitments, be accepted and approved.

2. Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.
3. Budget & Precept

In accordance with Financial Regulation 4.8, “any member with council tax unpaid for
more than two months, is prohibited from voting on the budget or precept by Section
106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and must disclose at the start of the
meeting that Section 106 applies to them”

There were no declarations made.
4. Dispensations
There were no requests from Members for a dispensation.
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5. Minutes
RESOLVED: That,

the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Hartley Parish Council held
on 27" October 2025, be approved and signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.

The meeting was adjourned at 7.31 p.m. to receive reports from the District and
County Councillors.

The meeting resumed at 7.46 p.m.

Pursuant to Standing Order 3 (e) the Chairman of the Council invited members of the
public present to express an interest if they wished to make representations, answer
questions or give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.

There were no expressions of interest.
6. Amenities & Open Spaces Committee
RESOLVED: That,

the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee
held on 15™ October 2025 and the recommendations contained therein,
be received and, where necessary, approved and adopted.

7. Planning Committee
RESOLVED: That,

the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 5"
November 2025 and the recommendations contained therein, be
received and, where necessary, approved and adopted.

8. Neighbourhood Plan
RESOLVED: That,

the minutes of the meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
held on 8™ October 2025 and the recommendations contained
therein, be received and, where necessary, approved and adopted.

9. Parish Office Lease

The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Kent County Council on 24™
October 2025, advising that a surveyor has now been assigned to look in to the
particulars of the lease and that they will be in contact in due course.

RESOLVED: That,
the Clerk’s report be noted.
10. Budget 2026 — 27

The Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee reported that the draft
Budget for 2026/27, which included the Budget for the Northfield Management
Committee, had been considered by the Finance & General Purposes Committee at
its meeting held on 21% October 2025.
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The Chairman reported that the Band D equivalent for 2025/26 was £85.40 with a Tax
Base of 2,600.70 and that based on this Tax Base, there would be a deficit of -£5,911
in the 2026/27 draft budget.

The Chairman reported that the Finance & General Purposes Committee would be
meeting on Wednesday 17" December 2025 to finalise the budget and that it would
be likely that the Committee would be recommending an increase in the Precept.

RESOLVED: That, the report received from the Chairman of the Finance &
General Purposes Committee be noted.

2 members of the public left the meeting at 8p.m.
11. Sevenoaks District Local Plan

(@) The Clerk reported that there had been no contact from the Parish Council’s
Planning Consultant.

Cllr Ross reported that the Planning Consultant had requested details of the list of
services and facilities used to compile the Settlement Hierarchy for Hartley.

The Clerk reported that she had contacted the District Council on a number of
occasions, to obtain this information, but that to date, it had not been forthcoming.

Clir Ross reported that the Planning Consultant had also requested information
regarding the Doctor to patient ratio at the Doctor’s Surgery.

Clirs Cole had been asked whether they would be able to assist with obtaining this
information and they confirmed that they had managed to obtain some information,
but that it wasn’t current.

It was suggested that the Planning Consultant be requested to use the information
that had been provided by Fawkham Parish Council, obtained during the preparation
of its Neighbourhood Plan, as the same information would apply to both parishes.

Members agreed that it was important that the Parish Council’'s response to the
Regulation 18 Consultation, included the proposed sites in New Ash Green.
RESOLVED: That, the above report be noted.

(b) The Council had been requested to consider the proposed sites in Hartley.

Members noted that these had been discussed at the meeting of the Planning
Committee held on 5™ November 2025 and that a recommendation had been made to
Council.

Members agreed that they were satisfied with the recommendation made by the
Planning Committee. RESOLVED: That, (1) the Parish Council objects to
sites HART 4 and HART 6 on the following grounds: HART 4, Land at Ash Road,
Hartley (objection as detailed above under minute item 4 (a) of the Planning
Committee meeting held on 5" November 2025 planning application 25/01356/FUL)
and HART 6, Land adjacent to Banckside and Downs Valley, on the grounds of the
lack of infrastructure for a large site of 114 dwellings; (2) the Parish Council would like
to comment on the fact that sites HART 3, Fawkham Business Park, Fawkham Road
and HART 5, Orchard Farm, Fawkham Road, are not located in Hartley; (3) the
Parish Council has no objection to sites HART 2, Land at Brambledown & Wellfield
and HART 7, Hartley Breakers Yard, but this opinion may change once detailed
planning applications are received; (4) the Parish Council would like to comment on
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the fact that sites NAG 5, Grosvenor, Church Road, Hartley and NAG 8, Melsetta,
Church Road, are located in Hartley and, (5) with regard to Pedham Place, the Parish
Council is in favour of Option 2, the inclusion of Pedham Place.

12. Payments
RESOLVED: That,

(a) the payment of accounts for November 2025, attached as Appendix 1 to
these minutes, be approved;

(b) the Council detail report as at 4™ November 2025, setting out actual income
and expenditure against budgeted estimates be received and noted;

(c) it be noted that the bank reconciliations for the Council’s four
bank accounts for September 2025 had been verified by Clir Conroy and,

(d) it be noted that the bank reconciliations for the four bank accounts for
October 2025 would be verified by ClIr Ross.

Pursuant to Standing Order 3 (d), the public were excluded from the meeting
during consideration of agenda item 13, Sevenoaks District Council — Land
Disposal and item 14, Community Warden Service Review — Draft Agreement,
due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

13. Sevenoaks District Council — Land Disposal

Members considered a letter dated 27™ October 2025, received from Sevenoaks
District Council, regarding the Parish Council’s submission of an Expression of
Interest (EOI) for a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) of a parcel of land located in
Hartley.

The letter requested that a CAT application form be submitted to the District Council
by 14™ November 2025.

A further assessment and valuation will then be undertaken.

Members noted that one of the requirements of the application, was for an
unrestricted open market valuation for the site to be included.

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with a local Estate Agent to ask
whether they would be in a position to provide this service and if so, what the cost
would be.

Members agreed that should it not be possible to obtain the valuation by the deadline,
that the application should be submitted, stating that the valuation would follow.

The Clerk reported that she had sought legal advice with regard to the Council’s
previous and current use of the area, which was noted by the Council.

RESOLVED: That, (1) the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Council, be delegated authority to submit a Community Asset
Transfer application form for the land reference file: HPC/ASSET/01/2025/11/10; (2)
the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, be
authorised to accept the most suitable quotation received for an unrestricted open
market valuation for the site; (3) the legal advice obtained by the Clerk from the Parish
Council’s Solicitor, be noted; (4) the Clerk be requested to state on the application that
the Parish Council reserves the right to apply for adverse possession of the land and,
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(5) the total cost of the unrestricted open market valuation for the site, be met from the
Parish Council’s general reserves.

14. Community Warden Service Review — Draft Agreement

At the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8" September 2025, it was agreed that
the remaining concerns raised by the Council, be submitted to Ash-cum-Ridley Parish
Council, to be referred to the Solicitor for their advice/clarification.

The Clerk reported that as Ash-cum-Ridley Parish Council had agreed to sign the
agreement in its current form, she had been liaising with the Solicitor direct.

At the meeting, Members noted that no response had been received from the
Solicitor, and agreed that the matter be deferred until Members are satisfied that their
concerns have been addressed.

The Clerk reported that a response has now been received from the Solicitor who has
confirmed that they had reviewed the revised draft agreement and believe that KCC
has taken in the requested amendments.

RESOLVED: That, the Warden Services Agreement (Version 5), be approved
by the Council and the Chairman be authorised to sign the agreement on behalf of the
Parish Council and return it to KCC.

The meeting closed at 8.36p.m.

Signed:......ooi Datei..oooviiii, Chairman of
Hartley Parish Council



Ref:

DDR
109083548
652280998
891801251
20853143
916703059
571126772
961859217
685562450
975320801
631188568
138492022
832137849
387939305
725810836
141595559
563441404
696341070
318170506
796925353
521288494
281285212
525670231
870286950
660369381

816644149

Schedule of Payments November 2025 - Paid by Internet Banking/DDR from Unity Trust Bank

Payment to

Particulars
Account charges 01/10/25-31/10/25
PAID 23/10/25 - Payment of October statement

PAID 23/10/25 - 01/10/25 - 31/12/25 telephone calls & broadband

Salary 01/11/25 - 30/11/25 (previously approved)

Salary 01/11/25 - 30/11/25 (previously approved)

Salary 01/11/25 - 30/10/25 (previously approved)

Month 8 Employer & Employee NIC & PAYE

Employer & Employee pension contributions November

4 x pitchmarker Siper C inv S1258431

Operational inspection inv 31631

Standing charge inv 94137312

Grounds maintenance July-Sept inv LS214510

Empty dog bins July - Sept inv 2100666

BG Grounds Maint October INV3967

Annual fire extinguisher senice @ Pauvilion inv 2752
Cleaning at Pavilion inv 5998

Stationery inv 164641

Interim internal audit inv 1657

Payment of November statement

Water at allotments 01/10/25-31/10/25

Water at Pavilion 01/10/25-31/10/25

Supply & delivery 30 x garden sacks 28/10/25 inv 2100718
Professional charges re Community Warden contract inv 12418
Supply & delivery 3 no banners re Local Plan Inv MS/22365
Routine Maintenance Contract 13/10-03/11 inv 194
Prepare plot re ashes interment inv 94

Wrap bin at memorial green inv 194

Boiler senice at Pavilion inv 2025/18563

Net
12.45
49.50

205.26
2,545.90
1,574.56

910.83
2,543.79
1,933.39

119.44

217.50

19.61
4,667.01
336.70
594.16
50.00
218.66
88.47
240.90
35.05
18.73
47.14

660.00

180.00

288.50

560.00

35.00
19.50

120.00

18,292.05
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VAT Total

- 12.45
- 49.50
41.05 246.31
- 2,545.90
- 1,574.56
- 910.83
- 2,543.79
- 1,933.39
23.89 143.33
43.50 261.00
0.98 20.59
933.40 5,600.41
67.34 404.04
118.83 712.99
10.00 60.00

- 218.66 |-
17.69 106.16
48.18 289.08
- 35.05
- 18.73
47.14
- 660.00
36.00 216.00
57.70 346.20
- 614.50
24.00 144.00
1,422.56 19,714.61




Chqg No
DDR
DDR
107075

Schedule of Payments November 2025 - Paid by cheque/DDR from Barclays Bank

Payment to

Particulars

Mixed Payment Plan charges 15/09/25 - 12/10/25
Electricity @ Pavilion 21/09/25-16/10/25

Top up Unity Bank
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Net VAT Total

14.12 - 14.12

36.17 1.81 37.98
65,500.00 - 65,500.00

65,550.29 1.81 65,552.10
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Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7.31 p.m.

The Chairman thanked the Members that had attended the Remembrance Sunday
Service on 9" November, for their efforts at the event and also Jane Tyrrell, the Assistant
Clerk for her efforts in organising the event.

The efforts of the Hartley W.l. for decorating the memorial green and supplying
refreshments at the Fawkham & Hartley Church Church after the event were also
applauded.

Clir Fothergill thanked the Council for inviting her to lay a wreath and read a poem at the
service.

Clir Fothergill reported that at the recent meeting of KCC, the Strategic Statement 2025-
2028 had been read out.

Clir Fothergill reported that with regard to Local Government Reorganisation (LGR),
KCC'’s preferred option would now go to Cabinet for approval.

Councillor Penny Cole reported that the District Council would be considering options for
(LGR) at a meeting to be held on 18™ November, where Members would be discussing
and voting on the matter.

The meeting resumed at 7.46p.m.






