Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee 
Agenda –   15th July 2026
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HARTLEY PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council Office, Hartley Library, Ash Road, Hartley, Longfield, Kent DA3 8EL
Tel/Fax No: 01474 709441
E mail: enquiries@hartleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.hartleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
9th July 2026
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee to be held on Wednesday 15th July 2026 commencing at 11:00a.m at Hartley Library or at the conclusion of the site visits, whichever is later. 

A visual site inspection of Hartley Burial Ground, Gardens of Remembrance, 
Closed Churchyard and new Manor Field Burial Ground will take place at 10:15a.m.  
Members are requested to convene in the lay-by outside Hartley Burial Ground. 

Yours sincerely

Jane Tyrrell
Assistant Clerk to the Council

Please note that the proceedings of this meeting may be recorded in line with regulations set out in the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014.

Background papers for the agenda items can be obtained from the Parish Office.  Alternatively background papers may be emailed upon written request. 


AGENDA
1. Election of Chairman 

To elect the Chairman of the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee until the Annual meeting of the Council to be held in May 2027.  

2. Election of Vice Chairman 
To elect the Vice Chairman of the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee until the Annual meeting of the Council to be held in May 2027.
3. Apologies for absence 
To receive any apologies for absence
4. Declarations of Interest
To receive Members’ declarations of interest, which have not already been entered in the Members’ Register of Interest or notified to the Monitoring Officer.
5.  Minutes   									(WHITE)

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee held on 25th February 2026, as a correct record. (Annexed).  
Pursuant to Standing Order 3 (e) the Chairman will invite members of the public to express an interest should they wish to make representations, answer questions or give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 
6. Financial Report	 								(BLUE)
To receive and note a financial report showing detailed income and expenditure by budget heading of the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee as at 9th July 2026  (Annexed). 
Background document 
Financial report dated 9th July 2026
7. Manor Field Burial Ground							(CREAM)

a) To consider any matters arising from the visual inspection of Manor Field Burial               Ground.
b) To consider the suggestion to treat the grass at Manor Field Burial Ground.  The last treatment was undertaken in September 2025 (1 treatment only that year) and the company suggests the following schedule;
· March 2026 – Fertiliser & Iron for Moss Control
· June 2026  - Fertiliser & Selective Herbicide
· September 2026 - Fertiliser & Iron for Moss Control

c)  To consider a request from a non-resident to allow the ashes of their late brother, also a non-resident, to be interred in Manor Field Burial Ground due to the fact that their parents ashes are interred in the New Garden of Remembrance.
8. Hartley Burial Ground 
To consider any matters arising from the visual inspection of the Hartley Burial Ground. 
9. Old Garden of Remembrance 
a) To consider any matters arising from the visual inspection of the Old Garden of Remembrance.
b) Following a complaint about the condition of the OLD Garden of Remembrance, to note that the Grass Cutting Contractor had been ‘reminded’ of their responsibilities in regards to the weeding and cutting down of shrubs in the Old Garden of Remembrance. (Email sent 8th July 2026).
10. New Garden of Remembrance 						
 To consider any matters arising from the visual inspection of the New Garden of Remembrance. 
11. Closed Churchyard								(PINK)
a) To consider any matters arising from the visual inspection of the Closed Churchyard.
b) The Parish Office had received an email from a representative from the church advising of their concerns with the condition of the 2 x benches in the closed churchyard.  They are suggesting that the benches are repaired and repainted.  They do have a volunteer who would be willing to complete the required works for just the cost of materials (£69.36) but he does not have his own Public Liability Insurance.
It is worth noting that these are named memorial benches.  In our burial grounds, the families are contacted when there are any benches in disrepair and asked to arrange for them to be repaired at their own expense. 

12. Burial Ground – Administration					    (GREEN)	
In light of the fact that Ash Burial Ground is now full and the Parish Office is receiving more requests from non-residents to be buried in the Burial Grounds in Hartley, the Committee is requested to review the Rules & Regulations which currently state; 

“At present there is no exclusive right of space allocated for any burial or interment of ashes, which shall be restricted to residents of the Parish. All other requests to be considered by the Parish Council.” 

Members are requested to consider this extract from the Rules & Regulations and to consider removing the last part of the sentence which reads;“All other requests to be considered by the Parish Council.” or for the Committee to consider alternative suggestions for the wording for this section to prevent the need for the Committee to be consulted on each request.
Background documents
Rules & Regulations from Ash-Cum- Ridley and Sutton at Hone Burial grounds for comparison (Annexed) 
13. Risk Assessments						       	     (PINK)
To review the Council’s current risk assessments relating to the Burial Grounds and Gardens of Remembrance Committee.
Background documents
[bookmark: _GoBack]List of current risk assessments in place dated 23rd July 2025 (Annexed) 
14. Date of next meeting
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